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Abstract. We investigate the one-loop effective potential in QED by adding a Pauli term in 
the Green function equation for the electron. A modified Weisskopf-Schwinger Lagran- 
gian is then computed up to order a'. 

1. Introduction 

In two recently published papers (Dittrich 1976, 1977) on the Weisskopf-Schwinger 
Lagrangian (Weisskopf 1936, Schwinger 195 l), we investigated quantum mechanical 
corrections for the classical Maxwell Lagrangian, 2"' = ;(E2 - H 2 ) .  In addition to the 
one-loop correction for various types of external fields, we computed the effective 
Lagrangian in QED beyond the one-loop approximation by taking into account radia- 
tive corrections. 

We now want to focus our attention on yet another effect that produces corrections 
to the classical Lagrangian. It is the aim of this paper to obtain a correction of order a 2  
which stems from the fact that the electron carries an anomalous magnetic moment. 
Although this problem has been dealt with in the literature (O'Connell 1968) follow- 
ing Weisskopf's treatment of one-loop effective potentials, we want here to make 
direct contact with our own Green function method which has proved to be superior in 
any external field problem. 

2. Effective Lagrangian 

Our derivation of the effective Lagrangian is based on the Green function equation 

(m G(n, x'lA)= 6(x - - x ' ) ,  (2.1) 

Here the original primitive coupling of QED, eyA,  has been replaced by eyA +pf&F, 
where the added term is the familiar phenomenological Pauli term which couples the 
electron to the external field via its anomalous magnetic moment pf.  Equation (2.1) 
uses the following definitions: 

1191 



1192 W Dittrich 

We can re-write equation (2.1) in a slightly more compact form by writing 

[ m + y l l - p ’ i c r F l G [ A I = S ,  (2.2) 
where 

1 

1 
ll, =:a, - eA,, U,,, = ti[r,, yYI 

In the sequel we are interested primarily in solving equation (2.2) for a constant 
external field. This particular assumption can be incorporated in (2.2) by the 
replacement 

1 n, -+:a, +ie(x  -x’)’F,,,. 
I 

Making the ansatz G ( x ,  x ’ )  = (m’ - y n )  A(x, X I ) ,  the basic equation to be solved turns 
out to be 

[m” - ( ~ I I ) ~ ]  A (X ,  X I )  = S ( X  - x ’ )  (2.3) 

mt2 = ( m  -p’ icr~)’  (2.4) 

with 

and 

-(yll)’= l12-iecrF, 

whereby 

II2+-a2-te2(x -x’)”F~, , (x  - X I ) ’  (2.5) 
(m” - m’) is the field-dependent change in the (rest mass)’ of the electron: 

mr2 - m2 = -p’muF + p’2($crF)2. (2 .6 )  
If we use the following notation: 

(iuF)’= 2 ( - 9 + ~ 5 % ) ,  
where 

9 = - +,WF = t ( ~ 2  - ~ 2 )  ,U 

and 
$j= -I* Ir’ 

4 F F,,,=E.H, 

we find under the limiting assumption E = 0, H # 0:  

(~uF)’ = - 2 9 ~  H 2  

and therefore 

mr2= m 2 - 2 p ’ m a .  H+p”H2. 

Accordingly our Green function equation reads 

[-a2 + K’ - $e2(x -x‘)”F~, ,  ( X  - x ’ ) ~ ]  A(x,  x’)  = S ( X  - x ’ )  (2.7) 
with 

K ;  = m2+p’2($crF)2. 2 2  1 
K = K O  -2mp?uF, /J. = p ‘ + P B ,  
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At this point it is most convenient to make contact with our earlier work on effective 
Lagrangians (Dittrich 1976). There we found for the one-loop effective Lagrangian 

where m 2  has been replaced by the field-dependent quantity K ;  = m 2 + p ” H 2 .  The 
direction of the external constant magnetic field is assumed to be along the t axis. 
Hence, if there is only a constant magnetic field present, FI2  = -FZ1 = H, we obtain 
immediately 

tr4[exp(i2m~$uF)] = 4 cos(2mpHs) 

and 

e-’“”=det( . eFs ) = eHs 
sinh(eFs) sin(eHs)’ 

So far we have for the effective Lagrangian 

ds - iKi s  eHs 1 “  4 cos(2mpHs)+ CT 9 [ H ]  =y 
327r b Te  sin(eHs) 

where the contact terms (CT) have to be chosen so as to produce a finite result for 
equation (2.9). This can be achieved by two subtractions. 

We now could evaluate (2.9) using, e.g., dimensional regularisation methods. 
However, since we are mainly interested in the a’-correction to the original Weis- 
skopf-Schwinger Lagrangian, it is justified to introduce the following approximation: 

2 m g = e - + 1  + e  
(2; ) 

since a1277 << 1. With the substitution s + -is and two subtractions we find finally 

(2.10) 

3. a* correction to the Maxwell Lagrangian 

In this section we want to extract some limiting cases of the Lagrangian as presented in 
(2.10). Expanding the field-dependent exponential under the proper-time integral, we 
obtain 

9 [ H ] =  2’(1)[H]+9(2)[H], 

where 2’(1)[H] is the well known Weisskopf-Schwinger Lagrangian, i.e. 

1 “ d s  -mzs 
2’(”[H] = -7 7 e [eHs coth(eHs)- 1 -$(esH)’] 

8~ 0 s 

and @[HI denotes the a 2  non-linear correction to the free Maxwell theory: 

(3.1) 
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For very strong magnetic fields, 

we have 

and 

(3.3) 

With the expression for the free Maxwell Lagrangian, LF(O’[H] = - i H 2 ,  one finds the 
ratios 

It is interesting to observe that the ratio LF(2) /3(1)  is independent of the magnitude of 
the magnetic field, i.e. 

(3.5) 3 ( 2 ) = 2 .  2 (1) 
16a 3 . 

This result is not unlike the strong-field limit of the one-loop effective potential with 
radiative corrections to the electron propagator (Dittrich 1977). Here we found 
3(*)/2’(’)= a / r ,  which again is independent of the external field. 

4. Conclusion 

The main goal in this paper was to derive an exact expression for the correction to the 
Maxwell Lagrangian using Green function methods. This was achieved up to order 
a . The correction is due to the anomalous magnetic moment of the electron. In the 
strong-field limit case we showed that our result is directly proportional to the 
Weisskopf-Schwinger Lagrangian, the proportionality constant being a’, i.e. 
independent of the external magnetic field. 
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